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or mamy of us, our passion for a par-
Flimh.f thing goes way back to child-

hood, when life was simple and our
minds weren't ¢louded with musings on
what a rat mee we aciually endure day in
and out. When Michelle Wiseman was a
wee tot, she would entwine ber body in the
beads hanging in her grandfather’s doorwmy,
“1'd play with them, wrap them around my
arm and pretend they were bracelets ... [
think I was two or three at the time.

“"“When [ went to the dentist for the first
time, my mom 100k me o bead store and
1 boughit 15 to 20 beads with my own siv-
ings. 1 made a pair of carrings, ook them
apart, made a bracelet, took that apart, made
a friendship pin ... those first 15 to 20 beads
stoked a fire in me that became a secret pas-
sion, something I was destined to do my
entire life,” Wiseman said.

When yvou read superhern comic books,
it usually the secret identity issue that’s the
most interesting, because you learn who's
really behind the mask. Well, I've just told
you the story of The Bead Lady, the West
E;ﬂ moest famous creator of beaded

ubles, Wiseman's 32 now, a far ooy from
the little girl thgging at strings in her grand-
fathar’s doorway, and to sav she’s taken her
passion 1o the next [rw:] is an understate-
mcht.

Wiseman handles 15 to 30. cvents per
month, comprised of birthday parties for
kads, where she teaches them how to make
stunning baaded jewelry, but does the same
tor adults, as well. “Women book me, too,
for varipus events, and [ do bridal parties,
religions events like hat mitzvahs, special
necds evenls and hospital events like one 1
did for the Starlight Foundation,™”

West End’s Bead Lady parlays
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The Bead Lady, Michelle Wiseman.

Recently, she took her firsl cruise and
“had my own groupies, a bunch of young
girls, following me around the whole time
as we did some impromptu beading work-
shops together” Her effect on kids 15 indeed
magical. In fact, Wiseman has been teach-
ing pre-schoolers at several Bontesson
institutions for seven vears now, “ devel-
aped o course which 1 call Artastic, involw-
ing approaching art in a calming manmer
that helps the child gt in touch with the
arhst wathin,”

Five vyears apo, Wiscman started ber
beading business, Something Funky, which
she credits to a push she receved from two
individuals, “First, while debating what to
do with my bife, o show on Anthony
Robbinsg made a buge difference. He =aid
that if you find yourself at a crossroads and
i knowmge which way o po, loosk to wour
fondest childhood memeries. And then, 1
was pul in fouch with a woman named Bhea
Fineberg, who had a mobile crafis gallery
called Rheal Accessories,  She eventually

carried my jewellery,
acted as agent and
gat me n:;}’ﬁg: ‘hook-
ings. Rhea helped me
develop ihe confience
in ryself that was lack-
ing initially and 1 owe
ker everything.”

Walk mmto Wiscman's
apartment today — her
secret lair, if you will —
and wou'll nolice one
thing right away: its
scarcity of decorations,
Yeah, 1 need more pic-
tares on the walls and
other stuff,” she admat-
ted, fixing her beady
€¥es on me ... just kid-
ding, they're far from beady. “But when
I'm here, 1 spend 50 much time in this
space.” she added. wshering me into her

beading room, an actial room filled with

beading accessorics of every imaginable
variety, She could open a store here.

I'm not into erafting, personally, but
Wisemans work iz truly incredible, so
much =0 [ had ber promise (o create somme-
thing beaded for my camera bag. 1 acked
her whether she has ever regretted making
this her carcer choice, “That first party 1
cver did — the ane Bhea bBooked for e —
I experienced such a powerful emotion 1
knew there and then this was what [ was
meant 1o do, 1 have never looked back.”

Wiseman can be confacted for bookings
at £14-#17-2322. Her Web zie §s al
wew somethingfunky.ca. On New 24 and
25, ghe will also be participating in the Vills
Maria Aris-Plus Festival, which will
welcome her for the third time. Michelles
crafts at that venue are priced to sell
fir tecns.

KlezKanada's event this week
most special to date

The 1 1th annual KlezEanadn festival
Jewizh music, culture and the arls is
again thiz. week, at Camp B'nai Brith. |
thiz year's event is truly the most unidgue
date, featuring three giants in their fel
Yiddish entertainer Theodore Bikel; Irv
Fields, - the 9l.year-cld composer, p
former and pianist whose Bagels
Bongos record has sold millions of cog
and basically helped create the louws
music moniker decades ago; and M
Haimowitz, the young clarinet player v
heads up that department at MeGill an
already something of a legend.

Plus, this year’s event will see a rec
125 wouth scholarships given lo you
mugicinn: from all over Quebec, Can:
and the rest of the world, including Rus
and other Eastern European countries, T
goal of ElezEanada is to have wete
musicians pass their knowledge on 1o
young. thus ensuring the survival of Jew

musie and culbure.

The founder of the event is Hampst
pedistrician Dr. Hy Geldman, who, ale
with wife Sandy and a hard-working fac
v, spends the enfire year planning e
incamnation. This year, they have branc]
out by sttending various other fastiv
such as the Oftawa Blues Festival last we
end. They also played a special sold
concert at Mondreals Le Mational
Saturday night, highlighted by Irv
Ficlds's performance, T was there and it
ternfic.

Gn to, www kiczkanada.com for
details.
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